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In 1794, Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier, the father of modern chemistry, became a casualty of the French Revolution. Arrested and sentenced to death, he pleaded for time to complete his research. "The republic has no need of scientists," the judge replied.
Lavoisier was beheaded, his body thrown into a mass grave.
Although scientists fared much better in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, millions of people remain uneasy with or hostile to them. With its emphasis on chance and change (through mutation and natural selection), they believe, modern science undermines faith in an orderly world in which everything has been foreseen and foreordained. By God. And Miller reviews evidence from fossils, genes, and physiology that support the proposition that human beings share a common ancestor with gorillas, chimpanzees, and orangutans. All lack a critical enzyme that other mammals have that helps the body manufacture vitamin C. We have forty-six chromosomes and the great apes forty-eight, Miller indicates, because human chromosome 2 has "telomere" DNA that fused together two "centromere sequences" that correspond to chimpanzee chromosomes 12 and 13.
Though I.D. trumpets its connections to information theory, biochemistry, and molecular biology, Miller concludes, as did Judge John Jones in Kitzmiller v. Dover, it rests, ultimately, on ignorance. Extending an olive branch to religious Americans, Miller suggests that evolution and faith aren't really in conflict because all of nature is part of God's providential plan. In this sense, he believes, the conviction that "the universe had us in mind from the very beginning" is a "perfectly valid metaphor." Intelligent Design ideologies are no more satisfied with a metaphor than evangelicals were at the Scopes Trial. And so the "evolution wars" rage on, and "bad science" continues to permeate public policy.
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